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Non-finite clauses are clauses which have no tenses. This study aimed to find the 
forms and functions of non-finite clauses in the introduction section of skripsis 
(ISoS) and research articles (ISoRA) in English field. Content analysis was used in 
this research. The ISoS and the ISoRA were selected randomly. The findings 
showed that there were three forms of non-finite clauses in the ISoS and ISoRA. In 
terms of functions, there were non-finite clauses as minor clause, qualifier, epithet, 
non-finite clauses as conjunction, non-finite clauses after conjunction, circumstance, 
prepositional phrase, actor, goal, carrier, attribute, possessive, identified, identifier, 
phenomenon, behaver, and existent. The ISoS were frequently presented in non-
finite constructions as minor clauses and had more non-finite constructions in clause 
simples rather than clause complexes. The non-finite constructions in the 
introduction section of skripsis and research articles made the clauses dense.  
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INTRODUCTION  
English has a non-finite construction. In the systemic functional views, it is a part of a clause 
complex (e.g. he sat reading the newspaper, the teacher has two grown children in college, she 
stopped to think), or an embedded modifier (e.g. I do not mind buying another one, your letter 
dated March 10 has been received, time to leave is after they served coffee). The non-finite 
construction of a clause complex and an embedded modifier make a clause compact in a text 
(Yang, 2014).  
The non-finite construction consists of a verbal group which does not have grammatical 
categories of tenses and persons in construction (Agolli, 2013). The absence of tenses and 
persons does not affect the whole meaning it contains (Kakzhanova, 2013). The non-finite 
construction takes the forms of a present participial, a past participial, and a to-infinitive (Quirk 
et al., 1973).  
The non-finite clause construction is an important characteristic of English academic texts. 
The non-finite construction in academic texts can be found in English exercise grammar books, 
TOEFL, and IELTS preparation books. The occurrence of non-finite constructions in TOEFL 
and IELTS preparation books is more frequent, longer, and more complex rather than the non-
finite construction in English exercise grammar books. In addition, the teachers and learners’ 
awareness of using the non-finite clause in writing is still needed to observe because it is a 
crucial component constructing clause complexes (Yang, 2014).  
A number of studies on non-finite clauses have been conducted by researchers (see, e.g, 
Yang, 2004, 20014; Winiharti, 2007; Ojea, 2008; Kakzhanoza, 2013; Martinez, 2012, Agolli, 
2013, He, 2013, and Uemura, 2012). Uemura (2012) conducted a study of non-finite clauses 
focusing on Japanese English text books. The books included English exercise grammar books 
and English proficiency test preparation books for an intermediate level and an advanced level. 
The results showed that non-finite clauses in the English grammar practice books could be 
identified more easily than those in English proficiency test preparation books because the non-
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finite construction of English proficiency test preparation books was longer and more complex. 
So, the students had a difficulty in understanding the non-finite construction in the texts. 
Therefore, Japanese students have to gain the non-finite forms and functions in the English 
academic texts. In conclusion, Uemura stated that Japanese school students could acquire the 
knowledge of non-finite clause by learning from English grammar exercise books rather than 
from TOEFL and IELTS preparation books (Uemura, 2012).    
Yang (2014) investigated the use of non-finites in Chinese EFL students in Academic 
Writing. He conducted the study in three levels of English proficiency, a basic-level, an 
intermediate level, and an advanced level. There were 30 students from each level. The 15 
students from each level were selected by the test result and scores in a nationwide examination. 
The students handed in an essay of “practice makes perfect.” 45 students participated in the 
study. Their essays were assessed in terms of non-finite density, distribution of non-finites, and 
correlation between the used of non-finites and writing proficiency. The result of the study 
showed the students in higher level more frequently used non-finite clauses than other levels 
in a more proficient way. The study concluded that the level of the students influenced them in 
using non-finite clause. The result of the study was used as an indicator of writing complexity 
and academic writing proficiency (Yang, 2014).     
Recently, there has been a wide interest in how to improve students’ writing, such as 
grammar (see Cafferellar & Barnett, 2000; Bram, 2012; Nelson, 2012; Asif, 2013; Nazari, 
2014; and Pan, 2010). Brown (2001) believed that grammar focus may be more effective in 
improving written English than speaking, reading, and listening. The result of the research 
conducted by Pan (2010) showed that non-finite was one of the problems in grammar. English 
Foreign Language (EFL) learners in Taiwan were still difficult to use non-finite, either in a 
present participle –ing or a to-infinitive. 
Kakzhanova (2013) conducted a study on non-finite clauses. The aim of the study was to 
investigate the transformation of a finite clause to a non-finite clause. The study showed that 
the transformation of a finite clause to a non-finite clause did not change the meaning of the 
clause. The transformation of a finite clause to a non-finite clause only changed the structure 
of the transformation (e.g After I had read the letter I put it into the drawer. After reading the 
letter I put it into the drawer).   
A number of researchers have investigated non-finite clauses, but they focused on the 
characteristics of non-finite clauses in academic writings and non-academic writings. This 
study is focused on skripsis and research articles. This study presents the forms and functions 
of non-finite clauses in the introduction sections by using Systemic Functional Language (SFL) 
which has not been done in the previous research. One study related to research articles 
focusing on the schematic structure of literature reviews in doctoral theses of applied 
Linguistics was conducted by Kwan (2006). Besides that, Zheng (2014) investigated 
transitivity in English-medium medical research articles by using Systemic Functional 
Language (SFL).  
From the perspective of Systematic Functional Grammar, a non-finite is categorized as a 
clause complex or embedded in the construction. Yang (2004) proposed a preparatory in 
knowing the characteristics of non-finite clause (Yang, 2004). The preparatory of nonfinite 
clauses includes the relation between processes and embedding. 
The relation between clauses is a relation between processes (Halliday, 1994 in Yang, 
2004). A clause complex from the functional perspective is a combination of more than one 
process and a relator, e.g,  He’s been getting bad headache since joining the army (Quirk et al, 
1985). In the example, there are two processes. The first process is categorized as a finite and 
 
EEAL JOURNAL (English Education and Applied Linguistics) 22 
                                                                                                             Vol. 2 No.1 2019 
  
the second is categorized as a non-finite. The first process is getting as material process and 
the second is joining as material process also which connected by a relator since. The type of 
the non-finite is a present participle.    
There are four types of embedding in non-finite presented in a present participle and a to-
infinitive. The first is embedded as a subject of the clause, e.g, capturing the city was a major 
symbolic victory for rebels. Capturing is categorized as a present participle which is embedded 
by the city. The second is embedded as a complement of the clause, e.g, I don’t mind buying 
another one. Buying is categorized as a present participle which is embedded by another one. 
The third is embedded as modifier, e.g, the time to leave is after they’ve served coffee. To leave 
is categorized as a to–infinitive which is embedded as modifier.  
On the other hand, a non-finite in a past participle form has two types of embedding. The 
first is embedded as a modifier, e.g, Your letter dated March 10 has been received. Dated March 
10 is categorized as non-finite, which is categorized as modifier. The second is embedded as 
complement, e.g, Marry seems worried at the news. Worried at the news is categorized as non-
finite, which is categorized as a complement. The preparatory of the non-finite clauses shows 
that there is not difficulty to find a non-finite clause in a clause complex when there is a 
conjunction between the clauses. On the other hand, the conjunction does not always appear in 
a clause complex, e.g, They must be crazy, throwing all that good stuff away. The non-finite 
throwing away functions as process and relator of the clause complex.  
Yang (2004) proposed three criteria of non-finite clause, including process-oriented, 
participant-oriented, and relator-oriented. Process-oriented is divided into two, a number of 
process as criterion and an order process as criterion. Number of process criterion is related to 
the process of participant in the verb of sentence, e.g, the sentence Frank sat reading newspaper.  
Sat consists of two participants, Frank and in the chair. On the other hand, the participants of 
reading are Frank and newspaper. The reading itself has a function as a relator connecting two 
processes, sat and reading. The sentence is categorized as a complex clause connecting a finite 
and a non-finite component. The order of process criterion is the order process which appears 
in a sentence, e.g, An old women stopped to look into the shop’s windows. Stopped comes 
before to look into. Semantically, stopped is followed by a non-finite component to look. A 
participant oriented means that there will be two participants in two different processes. The 
participant includes an overt and a covert participant. It can be seen in the clause, Frank sat 
reading the newspaper. Frank is an overt participant and the covert participant is in the chair. 
There are two overt participants, newspaper and Frank in the process of reading.  
A Relator is categorized as a conjunction (Halliday & Matthiessen, 2004). The relator-
oriented of non-finite clauses here focuses on the function of the relator between a finite and a 
non-finite clause, e.g, Spinach is delicious when eaten raw (Quirk, 1985), when in the sentence 
it functions as a relator that connects a finite and a non-finite clause. The relator proposed by 
Yang (2004) consists of and, or, nor, either, neither, but, yet, so, then, and so on. The type of 
hypotactic conjunctions are when, while, before, after, until, if, although, unless, since, that, 
whether, (in order) to, even if, in case, supposing (that), assuming (that), seeing (that), given 
(that), in spite of the fact that, in the event that, so that, and so on.       
This study aims to investigate the forms and functions of non-finite clauses used in the 
introduction section of skripsis and research articles. Skripsis for bachelor degree students are 
a stepping stone before they publish a research article in the national and international journal. 
Based on DIKTI’s (Directorate General of Higher Education) regulation No. 152/E/T2012 
(www.kopertis12.co.id) bachelor degree students must produce research articles before they 
publish national and international journals when they continue their study in master’s or 
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doctoral degree. The research articles are used to know the similarities and the differences of 




This study adopted content analysis in its application. Content analysis is used to determine the 
existence of certain words, themes, phrases, or sentences within texts. The data of content 
analysis are not only in physical events but also texts, images, and expressions that are created 
to be seen, read, interpreted, and acted (Krippendorff, 2004). 
The data were non-finite clauses taken from the introduction section of English 
Department skripsis at State University of Jakarta and research articles from TESOL 
international journals focusing on English language education. The data sources were the 
skripsis that could be accessed at the Library of English Department at the State University of 
Jakarta and the research articles from TESOL international journal that could be accessed at 
the National Library of Republic of Indonesia. The clauses in the skripsis were used to identify 
the forms and functions of non-finite clauses by Jakarta State University students as English as 
Foreign Language (EFL) learners because the previous research conducted by Yang (2014) 
showed that EFL (English as Foreign Language) learners still had a difficulty in using non-
finite clauses in their academic writing.  
This study selected 10 out of 46 undergraduate skripsis at State University of Jakarta of 
the English Department, Language and Arts Faculty in 2014. 10 out of 99 research articles of 
TESOL international journals quarterly volume 47 and 48 in 2014 were also used in this study. 
Both skripsis and research articles were taken randomly. The research articles were selected 
based on the structure of skripsis in introduction section. The Literature Reviews were included 
in some research articles. Therefore, both skripsis and research articles were analyzed from the 
background part to the research questions part of the introduction section.  
The data collecting procedures included a number of steps. The steps are: 
1. Selecting the introduction section of skripsis and research articles. The 10 skripsis of 
English Department at State University of Jakarta and 10 research articles from TESOL 
international journal were selected randomly using an application that could be accessed 
in http://stattrek.com/Tables/Random.asp 
2. Copying the skripsis and the research articles  
The researcher reads and breaks the texts in the introduction sections of skripsis and 
research articles into several clauses. A code and a label were given to each clause, e.g the 
first clause of the first skripsis is ISoS 1-1 and the first clause of the research articles ISoRA 
1-1. The ISoS means Introduction of Skripsis and ISoRA means Introduction of Research 
Articles.  A clause represents a process and consists of a verbal group as a process, a 
nominal group as a participant, and an adverbial or a prepositional as a circumstance. 
Clauses can consist of more than one participant and process but sometimes those could 
be ellipsis. Orthographically, a sentence consists of one or more than one clause which is 
connected with a conjunction (Wachidah, 2010 and Minh Tâm, 2013). Below is an 
example of classifying the texts into clauses. The texts were taken from the first paragraph 
of the first skripsi entitled “The Translation of English Allusion into Indonesia Subtitle of 
The Simpsons TV Series.”   The texts consisted of five clauses. 
3. Identifying the process based on material process, relational process, verbal process, 
mental process, behavioral process, and existential. Those were classified in tables which 
consist of some columns. In identifying the process of the clauses, some colors were given 
to identify the sign of each function, like verbal group was colored by red, nominal/ 
participant was colored by green, and circumstance was colored by blue. The classification 
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of the clauses was described in a table. The table consists of number, clause number, 
conjunction, clauses, and the name of the process. 
4. Labeling the data and data source, the introduction section of skripsis consisted of 738 
clauses. The clauses of each introduction were around 56 clauses until 92 clauses. The 
research articles had 695 clauses. The clauses of each introduction were around 22 clauses 
to 144 clauses. Below are the tables of labeling the data source.  
 
Table 1. The clauses in the Skripsis 
NO. Clause No Conj. Clauses 
1 ISoS-1- 1   Translating allusion is one of the most difficult activities that are faced by every translator 
because translating allusion is not like translating other words which can be easily found 
in dictionaries  
2 ISoS-1- 2  because Translating allusion is not like translating other words which can be easily found in 
dictionaries. 
3 ISoS-1- 3   The definition of allusion itself is a reference to an object which could be a person, place, 
thing, event, or quote (Tolin, 2012) 
4 ISoS-1- 4 therefore The meaning of allusion cannot be easily found in dictionaries because it conveys implicit 
meaning that refers to another text in literature or real life context.  
5 ISoS-1- 5 because it conveys implicit meaning that refers to another text in literature or real life context 
 
Table 2. The Data and Data Source of Skripsis 
No Source Title Edition Clause 
numbers 
Clause identity 
1 Skripsis The Translation of English Allusion 
into Indonesia Subtitle of The 
Simpsons TV Series 
July 2014 56 ISoS 1-1 until ISoS 1-56 
2 Skripsis An Error Analysis of Sentence 
Fragments in Hortatory Expositions of 
Eleventh Graders of SMA N 54 
Jakarta 
July 2014 60 ISoS 2-1 until ISoS 2-60 
3 Skripsis Morphological Knowledge of 
Teachers of English in Jakarta 
July 2014 63 ISoS 3-1 until ISoS 3-63 
4 Skripsis Teacher’s Cognition about Learner’s 
Centeredness in EFL Learning for 
Year Seven of Junior High School in 
East Jakarta 
July 2014 80 ISoS 4-1 until ISoS 4-80 
 
5 Skripsis The Translation of English Compound 
Words into Indonesia in The Mortal 
Instruments: City of Bones Novel by 
Cassandra Clare 
July 2014 62 ISoS 5-1 until ISoS 5-62 
 
6 Skripsis Lexical Semantic Errors in Basic 
Writing Texts of English Departmen 
State University of Jakarta 
July 2014 97 ISoS 6-1 until ISoS 6-97 
 
7 Skripsis Speech Acts in Edith Nesbit’s Novel 
“The Railway Children” 
July 2014 80 ISoS 7-1 until ISoS 7-80 
8 Skripsis EFL Teacher’s Practices of Formative 
Assessment (A Survey at General 
Secondary Schools in Bekasi 
July 2014 70 ISoS 8-1 until ISoS 8-70 
 
9 Skripsis English Learning Activities for Year 
Seven As Represented in the 
Teacher’s Statements in the Lesson 
Plans 
July 2014 78 ISoS 9-1 until ISoS 9-78 
 
10 Skripsis Gender Identity Disorder in Julie  
Anne Peter’s Luna 
July 2014 92 ISoS 10-1 until ISoS 10-80 
 
Table 3. The Data and Data Source of Research Articles 





Do They Make a Difference? The 




32 ISoRA 1-1 until ISoRA 1-32 
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Programs on Second Language 





Interactive Alignment of 
Multisyllabic  Stress Patterns in a 
Second Language Classroom 
December 
2014 





Issue 4,  
A Sociocognitive Perspective on 
Second Language Classroom 
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Challenges in Teaching English to 
Young Learners: Global 









How Conception of Task Influences 
Approaches to Reading: A Study of 
Korean College Students Recalling 










Embedding Digital Literacies in 
English Language Teaching: 











Learners’ Beliefs as Mediators of 









Issue 1  
Exploring Teachers' Knowledge of 
Second Language Pronunciation 
Techniques: Teacher Cognitions, 









Issue 2  
The Impact of Experience Abroad 
and Language Proficiency on 
Language Learning Anxiety 







Motivation and Test Anxiety in Test 
Performance Across Three Testing 
Contexts: The CAEL, CET, and 
GEPT 




Table 4. Non-Finite Clause in Present Participle 
NO. Clause No Conj. Clauses Function 
1 ISoS-1- 1   Translating allusion is one of the most difficult activities that are faced by every 
translator because translating allusion is not like translating other words which 
can be easily found in dictionaries  
Identified 
 
Table 5. Non-Finite Clause in Past Participle 
NO. Clause No Conj. Clauses Function 
1 ISoS-1- 33   The Simpsons is an American adult animated comedy film  created by Matt 
Groening for the Fox Broadcasting Company]] 
Qualifier 
 
Table 6. Non-Finite Clauses in to-Infinitive 
NO. Clause No Conj. Clauses Function 
1 ISoS-1- 45  Therefore this TV series will always use allusions to parody what is happening 
in America nowadays 
Circumstance 
of means as a 
purpose  
 
The steps in analyzing the data were: 
1. Identifying the forms and functions of non-finite clauses. The forms of non-finite clauses 
were a present participle, a past participle, and a to-infinitive. Identifying the functions of 
non-finite clauses focused on minor clause, epithet, qualifier, prepositional phrase, 
circumstance, non-finite clause as conjunction, non-finite clause after conjunction actor 
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and goal in material process, identified and identifier in identifying relational process, 
carrier and attribute in attributive relational process, sayer and verbiage in verbal process, 
senser and phenomenon in mental process, behaver in behavioral process, existent in 
existential process. Those were classified in tables which consist of some columns. Below 
are the examples.  
2. Counting the percentage of the data based on the amount of non-finite clauses form and 
the function of non-finite clauses in skripsis and research articles. 
3. Discussing the findings by interpreting the data.  






The introduction sections of the skripsis (ISoS) consisted of 391 non-finite clause constructions 
from 738 clauses. The non-finite clauses were identified in the forms of present participles (245 
clauses), past participles (62 clauses), and to-infinitives (84 clauses). On the other hand, the 
introduction sections of research articles (ISoRA) consisted of 416 non-finite clauses from 695 
clauses. The non-finite clauses were identified in the forms of present participles (273 clauses), 
past participles (61 clauses), and to-infinitives (83 clauses).  
The functions of the non-finite clauses consisted of non-finite clause constructions as 
minor clauses, non-finite constructions as epithets, non-finite constructions in embedded as 
qualifiers;  non-finite clause constructions as conjunctions, non-finite clause constructions after 
conjunctions, circumstance, non-finite constructions as prepositional phrases. The functions of 
non-finite clauses to represent participant consisted of non-finite constructions as actor and 
goal in material process; non-finite constructions as carrier, attribute, possessive, non-finite 
constructions as identified and identifiers in relational process; non-finite constructions as 
verbiage in verbal process, non-finite constructions as phenomenon in mental process; non-
finite constructions as behave in behaviour process, and non-finite constructions as existential 
in existential process. The occurrence of the process types consisted of 219 as relational process 
in the ISoS and 215 clauses as relational process in the ISoRA, 96 clauses as material process 
in the ISoS and 73 clauses as material process in the ISoRA, 32 clauses as mental process in 
the ISoS and 48 clauses as mental process in the ISoRA, 25 clauses as verbal process in the 
ISoS and 48 clauses as verbal process in the ISoRA, 18 clauses as existential process in the 
ISoS and 23 clauses as existential process in the ISoRA, 1 clause as behavioral process in the 
ISoS. 
The role of morphological knowledge is believed as important dimension in language 
literacy and skill such as vocabulary knowledge, spelling, reading comprehension 
(Carlisle, 1987; Henry, 2012; Morin, 2003). 
ISoS-3- 45  
 
The verbal group is believed in ISoS-3-45 indicates that the clause represents attributive 
relational processes, with the present participial clause “reading comprehension” as 
carrier of the attribute “important”.  
However, going abroad does not necessarily guarantee improvement in the target language 
(Dav, 1987; Wilkinson, 2000), 
ISoRA-9-13 
The increasing number of Korean students participating in study abroad programs could 
be due to the high demand for the English language: 
ISoRA-9-95 
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The verbal group does not in ISoRA-9-13 and could be in ISoRA-9-95 indicates that the 
clauses represent identifying relational processes, with the present participial clause “going 
abroad” as identified of the identifier “necessarily guarantee improvement in the target 
language”; and the present participial construction “The increasing number of Korean students 
participating in study abroad programs” as the identified of the identifier “due to the high 




From the data, it could be seen that the English Department students were already familiar with 
the forms of non-finite clauses. They used present participles, past participles, and to-
infinitives, but they were more familiar with present participles and to-infinitives. It also 
happened to the writers of research articles from TESOL international journal. In functions, the 
writers of research articles from TESOL international journal produced more non-finite clause 
constructions in clause complexes, but the English department students produced more non-
finite constructions in clause simples and produced non-finite clause constructions as minor 
clauses. The writers of the skripsis and research articles used non-finite clauses in the 
introduction to make the clauses dense to present the introduction in good way. In present 
participial constructions, the ISoS did not present non-finite clauses as conjunctions, non-finite 
clauses as epithets, non-finite clauses as attribute in relational process, non-finite clauses as 
identified in identifying relational process, and non-finite clauses as existential in existential 
process. The ISoRA did not have non-finite clauses as behaver in behavioural process. In past 
participial constructions, the ISoS did not have non-finite clauses as circumstances, non-finite 
clauses as goal in material process, non-finite clauses as possessive in attributive relational 
process, and non-finite clauses as verbiage in verbal process. In to-infinitive constructions, the 
ISoS did not have non-finite clauses as goal in material process and non-finite clauses as 
attribute in attributive relational process.  
It could be concluded that the English department students were already familiar with the 
forms of non-finite clauses, but they could not use the clauses in proficiency and used fewer 
non-finite clauses in past participle in their writing. Hence, the forms of non-finite clauses in 
past participles should be learned more often, so that both writers can use them more often. 
The function of non-finite clause constructions in clause complexes should be emphasized too 
in writing.  
 
CONCLUSION 
The data of non-finite clauses show that the ISoRA have more non-finite clauses than the ISoS 
but there is no difference in the production of non-finite clause forms in the introduction 
sections of skripsis (ISoS) and the research articles (ISoRA) from TESOL international journal. 
Both introduction sections present three forms of non-finite clauses, such as present participles, 
past participles, and to-infinitives. Present participles and to-infinitives are dominantly used in 
the ISoS and the ISoRA, but the ISoRA have more past participial form than the ISoS.  
In the functions, the ISoS still frequently use the non-finite constructions as minor clauses. 
In some forms of non-finite clauses, the ISoS do not have non-finite clause constructions that 
the ISoRA have. The ISoS also present non-finite clause constructions in a clause simple rather 
than a clause complex. It is different from the ISoRA. The ISoRA present less non-finite 
constructions as minor clauses and have more clause complexes.  
In presenting the introduction section, skripsis tend to present the information from the 
quotations of the textbook references rather than showing the current situation of the study 
which has been conducted by other researchers. The ISoS also tend to focus on presenting 
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knowledge rather than presenting the way how to develop the knowledge. It is different from 
what the introduction sections of of the research articles have. Meanwhile, the writers of the 
skripsis and research articles used non-finite clauses in the introduction to make the clause 
dense. In the conclusion, the better writers write, the more non-finite clauses they use in more 
proficiency (Yang, 2014).  
This study is still limited in its analysis of the part of introduction section of English 
education field. Further research is expected to be able to use other parts of research articles, 
such as the findings and discussions. In addition, another genre of education, like psychology 
or economics, can be used to know the similarities and differences of the forms and functions 
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